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HEAVIEST BUILDING MOVED ON RUBBER TIRES
Open Category

2013 2ND WINNERS IN CATEGORY

McCanns Building Movers Ltd 
Calgary, AB, Canada

Wiebe House
Calgary Canada

The Wiebe house was 52 feet wide x 70 feet 

long x 35 feet tall and weighed 127 tons. It 

was being moved to allow for development. 

Th e garage had to be cut from the structure 

in order for the house to meet measurement 

restrictions to travel on a roadway.

In order to avoid the necessity of elevating utility 

lines the structure was moved across a fi eld. While 

the move was only a short distance two days were 

required due to inclement weather.

Preparation for the move required fi ve days. Th e 

project was performed for less than $65,000.

The move across a field avoided utility lines.

Preparation of the house was completed in five days.
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The structure was 35 feet tall

The move required two days

Snow slowed the movement of the 127-ton building
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HEAVIEST STRUCTURE MOVED ON RUBBER TIRES
Open Category

2013 2ND WINNERS IN CATEGORY

Emmert International
Clackamas, Oregon

Fish collector barge
Cougar - Washington

Several rivers in Washington State do not have navigational locks. In 

an eff ort to repopulate the streams with fi sh, a utility company that 

owns the Swift Reservoir outside the town of Cougar in southwest 

Washington, had a highly complicated fi sh collector [which is basically a 

barge] manufactured to collect fi sh in the reservoir. Th e collector is then 

transported above the dams and the fi sh released into the river.

Th e Swift Reservoir is located in an extremely remote part of the state so 

materials for constructing the collector had to be trucked to the shoreline.   

Construction required approximately one year. Over the winter of 2011 the 

water level of the reservoir was lowered.

In May of 2012 Emmert International was engaged to relocate the collector from the shoreline of the reservoir to a specifi ed 

position of the lake bed where it was placed on concrete blocks. With the melting winter snow and spring rains the water level 

rose suffi  ciently to fl oat the collector off  the blocks.

Th e collector was 170 feet long x 60 feet wide x 59 feet high. It weighed 2,050 tons. Emmert used three 20-line Goldhofer 

platform trailers with 480 tires to make the move at a cost of over $300,000.

480 tires on three 20-line Goldhofer platform trailers were used to move the collector.

The barge weighted 2,050 tons.
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The collector was placed on concrete blocks 
on the reservoir lake bed

The collector was 
constructed on the 

shoreline of Swift 
Reservoir.
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LONGEST DISTANCE MOVED ON LAND
Open Category

2013 2ND WINNERS IN CATEGORY

McCanns Building Movers 
Calgary, AB, Canada

Jackson Family House
Near North Battle Ford, SK, Canada

The Jacksons, a farming family in Saskatchewan, 

bought a house in August 2012 in Cochrane, Alberta 

that was being moved to allow for widening of 

Highway 1A. Th e structure was 28 feet wide x 40 feet long 

x 15 feet high. An addition to the house, 16 feet wide x 20 

feet long x 15 feet high was to be moved simultaneously.

A new basement foundation was completed in August but 

moving the structures was delayed until October 9 until the 

Jackson family could complete harvesting their crops. Th e 

move occurred in four days and was completed in a snow 

storm.

Distance moved was 800 kilometers, requiring over 35 

county permits for a fee of less than $40,000.

The move covered 800 kilometers

35 county permits had to be acquired
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A new basement foundation had been completed in August

The project was completed during a snow storm in October
A new home with more room for the Jackson family



44       STRUCTURALMOVER JUNE 2013

LONGEST STRUCTURE MOVED
Open Category

2013 2ND WINNERS IN CATEGORY

Milbank House Movers Inc 
Milbank, South Dakota

Kroeplin Home
Highmore -  South Dakota

In 2002 the Kroeplin family built a house on one 

side of Highmore, South Dakota, a town of less 

than 800 population. Th e structure was 58 feet 

wide and 106 feet long.

10 years later the Kroeplin’s paid more than $55,000 

to have their house moved to the other side of town 

to a more secluded location and be closer to their 

horses.

Th e project occurred from November 12 to 

November 20. Milbank personnel returned to 

Highmore for two days in December, 5-7, to fi nish 

the project. 



JUNE 2013  STRUCTURALMOVER       45   



46       STRUCTURALMOVER JUNE 2013

MOST SQUARE FOOTAGE ON ONE LEVEL
Open Category

2013 2ND WINNERS IN CATEGORY

Warkentin Building Movers Inc
Calmer, AB, Canada 

Barn Move
From a rural area to another near Leduc, AB, Canada

In June 2012 Wayne Warkentin, president of Warkentin Building Movers Virden Inc., provided a note of instructions to 

four trusted employees to relocate a barn. Th e building was 60 feet wide [including eves], 96 feet long [without beams] 

encompassing 5,760 square feet and had wings added on each side. 

Th e barn was preventing development of a housing area of Warentin’s customer, a local farmer, and needed to be moved. 

Th e move of eight miles occurred over four days in June 2012. Employees of a local utility company escorted the move as the 

height of the structure was 20 feet. With only two corners over the distance of eight miles, turn dollies made the job a “piece 

of cake.”
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TALLEST STRUCTURE MOVED
Open Category

2013 2ND WINNERS IN CATEGORY

McCanns Building Movers Ltd
Calgary, AB, Canada

Titanic Town House
Calgary, AB, Canada

A 
woman wanted to have a larger play area for her grandchildren 

so she paid $1,000,000 for the house next door. It sat on a 40 x 

100-foot lot. Her initial plan was to have the house demolished 

even though it was only fi ve years old. Eventually, she agreed to sell the 

house to Ron Kupidy for $200,000.

Because of its size-- 34 feet wide x 68 feet long x 38 feet high and 

weighing 110 tons,  the structure could be moved only fi ve blocks 

within the city of Calgary. Relocation of utility lines made a longer move 

prohibitive

McCanns Building Movers Ltd relocated the structure fi ve blocks over 

fi ve days in May 2012 for a fee of just under $100,000. Only two utility 

poles were required to be taken down. Th e move was featured on the 

television series Massive Moves. 

The owner of the house to the left paid $1,000,000 for the five-year old house to the right 
with plans to demolish it in order for her grandchildren to have more room to play. 

The house was sold to Ron 
Kupidy for $200,000.



JUNE 2013  STRUCTURALMOVER       49   

The house, locally, was referred to as Titanic Town House

The lot from where the house was being moved was 40 x 100 square feet.
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WIDEST STRUCTURE MOVED
Open Category

2013 2ND WINNERS IN CATEGORY

DeVooght House Movers
Valders, Wisconsin

Idlewild Road
Nasewaupee, Wisconsin

This brick house, 72 feet wide x 100 feet long, was moved in the fall of 2012 to allow the owner to commercially 

develop the property. Relocation required the structure be moved via a very narrow 24-foot wide roadway.

Th e house was lifted using 24 crib jacks and a six-jack ball valve JSJS unifi ed machine. Ten hydraulic dollies were 

employed along with two 14 x 24-inch 180 pounds to the foot mains and 14 cross beams, 55-67 feet long, 90-132 

pounds per foot.

Th e project was completed the week prior to Christmas for over $30,000.
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LONGEST STRUCTURE MOVED
Under $30,000 Category

2013 2ND WINNERS IN CATEGORY

Scrib’s Moving & Heavy Hauling 
David City, Nebraska

Frontier Cooperative Tank Move
David City to Mead, Nebraska

An Anhydrous plant in David City, NE ceased 

operation. Th e Frontier Cooperative purchased the 

tank to move it 50 miles to Mead, NE for another use. 

Th e tank measured 20 feet in diameter, 17 feet high and 154 

feet long. Th e move occurred over four days in July 2012.
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TALLEST STRUCTURE MOVED 
Under $30,000 Category

2013 2ND WINNERS IN CATEGORY

Wade’s House Moving & Heavy Hauling Ltd 
Taber, AB, Canada

Three story lift
Lethbridge, AB, Canada

This structure was 24 feet wide x 48 

feet long x 42 feet high and weighed 

70 tons. Undergoing a complete 

renovation the owner needed the house to be 

lifted in order to construct a new basement.

Wade’s House Moving & Heavy Hauling Ltd 

lifted the structure over two days in April 

2012 for $15,000.



54       STRUCTURALMOVER JUNE 2013

WIDEST STRUCTURE MOVED
Under $30,000 Category

2013 2ND WINNERS IN CATEGORY

Milbank House Movers Inc.
Milbank, South Dakota

Single story house
Conde to Groton, South Dakota

The owner of this house was experiencing water issues at the original site and 

decided to relocate his house only a few hundred yards away but to also 

allow for a basement at the new site.

Th e structure, 50 feet wide x 68 feet long and 24 feet loaded height was moved 

over fi ve days in May 2012 for a fee of under $30,000.

Water issue persuaded the owner to relocate his residence
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The move was for only a few hundred yards away

The new site allowed for a new basement

The added basement doubled living space
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BEST TIME SAVING DEVICE
Honor Category

2013 2ND WINNERS IN CATEGORY

DeVooght House Movers 
Valders, Wisconsin

Expedition’s unlimited cottages
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin

DeVooght, in a two-week period over the summer of 2012, was contracted by Expedition’s Unlimited to move 14 cottages 

and one dwelling. A limited time span required an unusual and well executed plan.

All 14 structures were loaded using six Buckingham Tall Toe Jacks and placed on trailers for moving. At the new site all 

foundations were constructed with no beam openings and backfi lled. 

Th e time saving device was a slide plate system, developed by DeVooght, for placing the cottages over their foundations. Each 

cottage was constructed with a beam on each end wall and one in the center. Each slide plate was three feet long. Th e slide plates 

were placed under existing beams between the roller/slide beam locations. Six slide plates were used for each cottage. Plates and 

roller beams were soaped for easy sliding.
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Once each cottage was over its foundation, fi nal alignment was made using a pry bar between the angle iron ear tabs and the 

roller beams. When aligned the cottages were set down with the tall toe jacks. 

Th e slide plates were constructed from eight-inch truck frame with a six-inch x six-inch piece of angle iron welded to one side to 

serve as a guide. Th e use of the slide plates reduced time in aligning the cottages compared to using rollers.
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MOST INNOVATIVE MOVE
Honor Category

2013 2ND WINNERS IN CATEGORY

DeVooght House Movers 
Valders, Wisconsin

Idlewild Road
Nasewaupee, Wisconsin

This brick house was moved in the fall of 2012. It was 72 feet wide and 100 feet long and weighted 280 tons. Th e owner 

moved the structure to commercially develop the property. Th e house was lifted using 24 crib jacks and a six-jack ball valve 

unifi ed machine. Ten hydraulic dollies were used to move the structure. Two 14 x 24 inch [180 pounds per foot] mains and 

14 55-57 foot long [90-132 pounds per foot] cross beams were used.

To create a lead zone DeVooght needed 30 tons on the truck and 25 tons on each dolly which is not possible with a normal 

hydraulic tee setup. To solve the problem DeVooght placed the two hydraulic dollies in the lead zone on a pressure regulator valve. 

Once the desired pressure was calculated and locked in a power pack supplied constant hydraulic pressure placed in the advance 

position. Th e regulator valve adds or subtracts oil automatically making the semi and two dollies work in unison. Th e mechanical/

fl uid zone hybrid worked well in achieving the weight restrictions.

Th e job was performed for under $50,000. 



60       STRUCTURALMOVER JUNE 2013

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
Honor Category

2013 2ND WINNERS IN CATEGORY

McCanns Building Movers Ltd
Calgary, AB, Canada

Heritage Park Dining Car, CP Rail Yard
Calgary to Heritage Park Calgar

Built in 1917 this 95-year-

old train car was 120 long, 

including the power unit, 14 

feet wide and 12 feet high. It weighed, 

with axles, 100 tons.  Th e move was 

accomplished over three days in June 

2012 for a fee of less than $20,000.
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Category:  Open Category

• Heaviest Building Moved 

Not on Rubber Tires

• Heaviest Structure Moved 

Not on Rubber Tires

Category:  Under $30,000

• Heaviest Structure Moved

• Heaviest Structure Moved 

on Rubber Tires

Category:  Honor

• Good Samaritan Award

• Most Unusual Move

There was no winner declared in these categories:


