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HEAVIEST BUILDING MOVED ON RUBBER TIRES
Open Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

CDS Building Movers
Stittsville, Ontario, Canada

Relocation of the Horticulture Building 
Lansdowne Park, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

Planning for the move began in April, 2011. Move 
preparations began May 21st, 2012 and the building 
was lowered in place on November 28th, 2012 for a fee 

of $4.3 million.
Th e City of Ottawa, in conjunction with the Ottawa Sports 

and Entertainment Group, partnered to redevelop the 40-acre 
Lansdowne site adjacent to a UNESCO canal which houses 
a football stadium. Th e site development plan required that 
the Horticulture Building be either demolished or moved to a 
diff erent location on the site.

Currently a “designated” building, the Horticulture Building 
was constructed in 1914 and was designed by architect Francis 
Sullivan. It represents one of Canada’s earliest expressions of 
modernism.

Mario Lapalme
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Th e City of Ottawa sought 
advice from CDS Building 
Movers as to the possibility of 
relocating the structure. When 
the answer was “yes” CDS was 
tasked with providing a design 
and plan to relocate the structure 
in a cost eff ective manner that 
minimized damage to the 
structure, minimized the impact 
to Holmwood Avenue [running 
along the rear of the building] and 
followed the heritage [historical]
and conservation guidelines 
in order for the building to be 
restored upon completion of the 
move.

Th e structure, including lifting 
steel, weighed approximately 
1,700 tons. It was moved 484 feet 
and eight inches to the east of its 
original location. Th e relocation 
required that the structure be 
moved over and placed on top of 
an underground parking garage.

For additional information see 
STRUCTURALMOVER Volume 
30, Number 4, December 2012.
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HEAVIEST BUILDING MOVED NOT ON RUBBER TIRES 
Open Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Entreprises Gabriel Raymond, Inc.
Baie Des Sables, Quebec, Canada

The Foghorn Project
From Sainte-Felicite to Gaspesia, Quebec, Canada

Original site with the St Lawrence River in the background.

In 1904 the government of Canada 
placed a Foghorn in a building in Ste-
Felecite, Gaspesie, Quebec to assist 

navigation of ships during foggy conditions.
Th e building was 31 feet x 26 feet and 

had an annex of 16 feet x 10 and one-half 
feet. With the advent of radar and other 
improved forms of navigation the “horn” 
became obsolete. Th e structure was sold 
to a private citizen in 1971. In 1985 the 
building was transformed into a residence. 
In 2007 it was enlarged with an annex of 
10 feet x 26 feet and a 24-foot x 26-foot 
garage.

In December 2010 a severe storm 
churning high tides damaged or destroyed 
many houses along the St. Lawrence River. 

 Sand under a concrete slab had to 
be removed by hand.
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Several houses were moved to avoid future 
disaster. Th e foghorn building was among 
them.

Alain and Esther Otis, owners, engaged 
Enterprises Gabriel Raymond, Inc. to 
relocate their structure by placing it on a new 
foundation nine feet high. In so doing the 
“Foghorn” would be 15 feet higher than its 
original position in 1904.

Th e building had been constructed 
on a basement of 24-inch thick concrete 
mixed with 16-inch thick rocks. Unknown, 
however, was that six concrete block fi ve-feet 
x three-feet were underneath the concrete 
fl oor.

First there was digging around the 
foundation, then breaking the concrete 
in order to place steel beams. Sand was 
removed by hand under the slab. Four steel 
beams were placed under the slab. Next, two 
principal beams plus beams for the annex 
were placed.

Combined, the structure was 70 feet 
long, 31 feet wide and weighted 220 tons. It 
was moved 150 feet south, 50 feet east and 
rotated one-eight degrees.

Before rolling the building onto its new 
foundation the concrete slab had to be 
removed slice by slice and replaced with 
hardwood beams. Approximately 60 tons of 
concrete were removed. Originally eight jacks 
were used but only six jack were necessary 
after removal of the concrete material.

Th e total project was accomplished over a 
three month period in 2012.

Six concrete blocks were hidden under the concrete slab
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 The slab was removed and replaced by 
wooden beans.

On a new foundation elevated by nine feet

Nicolas Raymond
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HEAVIEST STRUCTURED MOVED ON RUBBER TIRES
Open Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Berghorst & Son, Inc.
Hull, Iowa

Three Phase Project in Iowa
Des Moines to Norwalk, IA

Atransformer for a local power company failed and needed to be 
replaced. Berghorst & Son, Inc, was contracted to do the work in 
three phases.

Phase one was to remove the failed 222.75 ton transformer to its pad 
and place it on cribbing inside the substation.

Phase two was to load and secure a 190.2- ton transformer at the power 
company’s storage yard onto a railcar.

Phase three occurred after the transformer was shipped by rail to within 
about 12 miles of the substation. Since the State of Iowa is a dual lane 
state, Berghorst hauled the transformer on a 14-dolly dual lane transporter. 

Loaded and ready for Iowa DOT inspection

Orville Vant Hul
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Th e load was permitted for just under 290 tons which 
allowed nine tons per axle. Th e prime mover weighed 36 
tons giving the load a gross weight of 288 tons.

Iowa Department of Transportation offi  cials arrived 
the afternoon prior to the move for their inspection of tie 
downs, dolly brakes, lights and axle spacings. Portable scales 
were used to weigh the prime mover and dolly transporter.

To insure enough manpower was on hand for the move, 
Berghorst & Son, Inc. engaged another IASM member, 
Billy Bell Housemoving LLC and his crew, to assist. One 
can never have too many personnel for pushing up hill, 
steering dollies, watching for overhead clearances, blocking 

or median curbs and traffi  c control.  Berghorst has made 
moves all across the country and always uses house movers 
to assist as they are the best when it comes to understanding 
what needs to be done during a move.

Phase three went smoothly. Curfew was lifted at 9:00 
a.m. Berghorst and crews had the load in the substation by 
2:00 p.m.

Th e project was completed over 10 days in November 
2012 for over $30,000. Th e load and equipment  was 19 
feet high, 144 feet long, 20 feet wide and weighed 288 tons. 
Th e “ON Rubber” transport covered 12 miles.

Turning with a 14 dolly transporter. The front dollies are tied to the drawbar & steer with the truck. 
The last pair of dollies are hydraulically steered by remote control. The other 10 dollies are in caster 
mode.
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HEAVIEST STRUCTURE MOVED NOT ON RUBBER TIRES
Open Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Davie Shoring, Inc.
Kenner Louisiana

Grand Caillon House Elevation
Houma, Louisiana

After a contractor had attempted 
to elevate the structure and 
failed, Davie Shoring, Inc. was 

engaged to carry out the job.
Th e structure weighed 720 tons 

consisting of 5,778 square feet and 
needed to be elevated 13 feet to prevent 
future fl ooding.

Th e lift required 56 crib stacks with 
112 jacks, two on each crib.

Th e project began July 25, 2012 and 
was completed fi ve months later for a 
fee of $330,000.

Cody
Lawrence
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LONGEST DISTANCE MOVED ON LAND
Open Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Warkentin Building Movers Vdn. Inc.
Virden, Manitoba, Canada

Mundare toAnzac
Alberta, Canada

In December 2012 moved nine housing 
units from Mundare to an Indian 
Reservation in Anzac, a distance of 278 

miles. Each unit required two days for moving.
Th e structures were 26 feet wide x 40 

feet long, 17 feet high [loaded], plus eves, 
consisting of three bedrooms. Th e units were 
set on piles.

Th e greatest concern was timing of trips due 
to the distance and winter weather conditions, 
including icy roads. Fort Anzac is near Fort 
McMurray which is extremely busy with oil tar 
sands activity. Th e route was along Highway 
63 which is a “high load” corridor but is 
narrow in many places.
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Wayne
Warkentin
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LONGEST STRUCTURE MOVED
Open Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Northwest Structural Moving
Scappoose, Oregon

Power Generating Ocean Buoy
Vancouver, Washington

This project involved the movement of an 
ocean buoy 18 feet high, 117 feet long and 
18 feet wide weighing 150 tons.

Th e buoy was moved from a fabrication facility 
to a barge. Th e barge was moved to a location two 
and one-half miles off  the Oregon coast where 
the buoy was launched and anchored in its fi nal 
location.

Th e action to lift the structure, secure it to 
dollies and move it onto a barge took fi ve days in 
December 2012.

Wayne
Chris Maggi, Spencer Davison, Andy Hulings, Chris Fisher and Kyle Stobbe
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Northwest Structural Moving involved in 
Reedsport, Oregon wave energy project 

Together with Ocean Power Technologies, Inc. (OPT) 

in Pennington, New Jersey, acting through its affi  liate 

Reedsport OPT Wave Park, LLC, Oregon has captured 

the attention of energy offi  cials from the U.S., Australia, 

the UK and Japan with the deployment in December, 

2012 of the fi rst PB150 Powerbuoy wave energy device.  

Unfortunately, deployment scheduled for December, 2012 

has been delayed indefi nitely.

According to the OPT newsletter, the unit was 

deployed two and one-half miles off  Oregon’s  coast near 

the communities of Reedsport and Gardiner, it will be the 

fi rst utility-scale wave energy device in operation in North 

America, and is the fi rst buoy of a planned multiple buoy 

array that will become North America’s fi rst commercial 

wave power station.

Th e Reedsport wave energy project is being developed 

with support from PNGC Power, a Portland-based 

electricity generation and transmission cooperative owned 

by several regional utilities, and with signifi cant funding 

from the U.S. Department of Energy (DoE). 

In June 2012, OPT announced the acceptance of 

extensive factory testing of the fi rst of its next generation 

power take-off  (PTO) units for the company’s utility-scale 

Powerbuoy, the PB150. Th e PTO was then shipped from 

Pennington, NJ to the Oregon Iron Works, where it was 

integrated into the spar of the buoy in preparation for 

deployment off  the coast of Reedsport, Oregon. 

Northwest Structural Moving was contracted to move 

the Powerbuoy from the fabrication facility to Portland, 

Oregon for the fi nal buoy assembly and testing before 

deployment. Th e project involved moving the Powerbouy, 

which was 18 feet high, 117 feet long, and 18 feet wide 

and weighing150 tons. Lifting the structure, securing it to 

dollies and moving it onto a barge for deployment took fi ve 

days in December 2012. 

According to the Portland Tribune in a news feature 

written by Jason Vandersith, “the 144-foot buoy looks 

something like a baby’s rattler or the aluminum space 

modulator of Marvin the Martian/Bugs Bunny cartoon 

fame, with 30 feet showing above water.”

“Essentially,” according to the Portland Tribune article, 

“the computer-equipped buoy has extended wave riders 

that gauge waves and adjusts an internal shaft that thrusts 

to create electricity. Th e tethered buoy would transmit 

electricity through a seabed cable.” Th e interconnection is 

still being developed.

Subsequent to deployment, a period of commissioning 

occurred before full-scale power generation testing 

began. Periodic inspections were conducted using local 

marine operations personnel and vessels. OPT’s remote 

communications and operation control system was allowed 

continuous monitoring of all aspect of the performance of 

the Powerbuoy.
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When the buoy is 

launched, it will use one 

of Vigor Marine’s fl oating 

dry-docks. Once in the 

water, the Powerbuoy will 

be towed from Portland 

to the Reedsport/area 

for interim staging prior 

to fi nal deployment and 

installation. Th e towing 

plan was approved by the 

U.S. Coast Guard Marine 

Safety Offi  ce.

OPT is a pioneer in 

wave-energy technology 

that harnesses ocean wave 

resources to generate 

reliable, clean and 

environmentally-benefi cial 

electricity. With 15 years’ 

experience, the company 

is widely recognized as a 

leading developer of both 

on-grid and autonomous 

wave-energy generation 

systems.  
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MOST SQUARE FOOTAGE ON ONE LEVEL
Open Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Laurie McCulloch Building Moving
Whitby, Ontario, Canada

Edican Sales Office
Highway 427 at Highway 401, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

This building was 121 feet long, 100 feet wide, consisting of a full height glass wall on 
a rotund and encompassed 7,240 square feet. 

Normally the move would have been made without road surface diffi  culty as frost 
is still in the ground in the winter. Th e winter of 2012, however, was one of the mildest 
in history in Toronto, Canada. In order to provide a suffi  cient surface Lauire McCulloch 
Building Moving personnel hauled in many loads of slag from a local steel mill to use with 
plastic sheets to make a 400 meter long roadway.

Th e project was accomplished over three months, January – March, 2012 for a cost of 
under $125,000.



60       STRUCTURALMOVER MARCH 2013

TALLEST STRUCTURE MOVED
Open Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Heneault Et Gosselin Inc.
Riviere-Du-Loup, Quebec, Canada

Petroleum Reservoir Mover
Raglan Mine, Katinniq, Quebec

This project occurred 1050 
miles, north of Quebec City 
over eight days in October 

2012.
Th e tank was 60 feet in diameter, 

40 feet tall and weighed 125 tons. 
It was moved a distance of 100 
feet, back and forth, to allow for 
the replacement of a bearing pad 
underneath.
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WIDEST STRUCTURE MOVED
Open Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Hollis Kennedy House Movers, LLC
Athens, Alabama

Meridianville Executive Airport
Meridianville, Alabama

The Meridianville Executive Airport needed to have a 
structure removed to allow for expansion of a runway.

Th e building was 63 feet wide, 87 feet long and 25 feet 
high. Kennedy had to negotiate a 20-foot wide ditch eight feet 
deep in order to enter the new site location. Wood cribbing, steel 
beams and steel plate were used to construct a temporary bridge 
for crossing the obstacle.

Th e project, including preparation for crossing the ditch, plus 
constructing new footings and foundation, was performed over 12 
days in April 2012 for a fee of $75,000.

Nicolas Kennedy
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HEAVIEST STRUCTURE MOVED
Under $30,000 Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Wade’s Housemoving & Heavy Hauling Ltd.
Taber, Alberta, Canada

Lethbridge Three-Story Lift
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada

This three story structure 
was undergoing a full 
renovation. Th e owners 

wanted to also add a basement. 
Wade’s made the lift in two 
days in April 2012 for a fee of 
$15,000.

Th e structure was 42 feet in 
height, 24 feet wide, 48 feet 
long and weighed 70 tons, 
including the equipment.
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Randy LaRose
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HEAVIEST STRUCTURE MOVED ON RUBBER TIRES
Under $30,000 Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Hercules House Movers, Inc.
Ellenwood, Georgia

Bethel United Methodist Church
Ellenwood, Georgia

The Bethel United Methodist Church construction began in 1860, just prior to the “war between the states,” better 
known as the Civil War. It was completed four years later in 1864. Th rough the years several additions were made to 
the structure including a brick veneer on three sides.

Over the years a highway was constructed only 30 feet from the building. A cemetery developed nearby.
Early in the 21st century a decision was made to widen the “nearby” two-lane road to three and four lanes plus an eight-

foot concrete sidewalk. Highway engineers/designers avoided disturbing the residents of the cemetery thereby causing the 
new route of the highway to be drawn through the historic church building.

Th at’s when Hercules House Movers, Inc. was contracted to relocate the now termed “Chapel” alongside a new church 
building.

Th e move of the 60-foot wide, 60-foot long, 56-foot tall structure weighing 145 ton building occurred over a four 
month period from February to May 2012 for $30,000.
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The structure, completely renovated, has been relocated alongside a new church building.



68       STRUCTURALMOVER MARCH 2013

LONGEST STRUCTURE MOVED
Under $30,000 Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Milbank House Movers, Inc.
Milbank, South Dakota

Pole Building Move
Madison, South Dakota

A 
college purchased the property and let the previous owner take 
possession of the building. It was 60 feet wide and 120 feet long 
encompassing 7,200 square feet.

During fi ve days from March 5 thru March 12, 2013, Milbank House Movers, 
Inc relocated the structure three quarters of a mile through a fi eld.

Alan Bohn
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TALLEST STRUCTURE MOVED
UNDER $30,000 Category

2012 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Scrib’s Moving & Heavy Hauling
David City, Nebraska

Barn Move for University of Nebraska-Omaha
Omaha, Nebraska

A benefactor of the University of Nebraska-
Omaha donated a bar and silo to the 
university for educational purposes.

In January 2012 Scrib’s Moving & Heavy Hauling 
moved the 36-foot wide and 50-foot long structure. 
Loaded the building was 51 feet tall.

Dave Scribner
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WIDEST STRUCTURE MOVED
Under $30,000 Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

DeVooght House Movers
Valders, Wisconsin

Don’s Auto Body
Fon du lac, Wisconsin

Relocating this 40-foot wide by 48 feet long structure took one week in 
the spring of 2012.

Th e Wisconsin Department of Transportation is undertaking an 
expansion of Highway 23. Th is was one of 20 building involved. Th e structure 
was moved in three sections, the widest being 40 feet. Four feet were cut off  the 
walls to lower it for moving. By so doing the loaded height was 17 feet.

Two 55-foot mains were used along with four cross beams. Building poles 
were chained to liner beams. Two shop-built hydraulic dollies were used at the 
rear of the building.

DeVooght House Movers was the winner of this same award in 2012.

Jason
DeVooght
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BEST TIME SAVING DEVICE
Honor Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

CDS Building Movers
Stittsville, Ontario, Canada

Use of Lasers by Guy Sergerie
Horticulture Building at Lansdowne Park, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

The City of Ottawa, in conjunction with the Ottawa Sports and Entertainment Group [OSEG], partnered to redevelop the 
40 acre Lansdowne site adjacent to a UNESCO canal and houses a football stadium. Th e site development plan required 
that the Horticulture Building be either demolished or moved to a diff erent location on the site.

Currently a “designated” [historical] structure, the building was constructed in 1914 and was designed by architect Francis 
Sullivan. It represents one of Canada’s earliest expressions of modernism. [See STRUCTURALMOVER  Volume 30, Number 4, 
December 2012]

Th e City of Ottawa sought advice from CDS as to the feasibility of relocating the structure.. Subsequently CDS was tasked 
with providing a design and plan to move the building in a cost eff ective manner while minimizing damage to the structure, 
minimizing the impact to Holmwood Avenue [at the rear of the building] and following the heritage and conservation guidelines 
in order for it to be restore upon completion of the move.

Here are some interesting statistics: Th e building had to be moved one foot to the north and 484 feet to the east while keeping 
the building aligned correctly. Guy Sergerie accomplished this by marking two travel pathways with nails.

Two days prior to the move, Guy instructed that steel cables be installed along the travel pathways to prevent the lines from 
being moved and to keep the building moving along the pathway markers. Th e cable was installed with specially constructed 
staples that looked like giant fence staples fabricated into a horseshoe shape and installed every 10 feet. Th is allowed the team to 
leap frog steel plates forward and for personnel to walk about the site without distorting the travel pathway.

Lastly, Sergerie had the idea of affi  xing four lasers to the sides of the building above the cables using silicone. Th is allowed the 
team to see exactly how far the building had moved and if it was in alignment. Th e lasers were purchased from Staples for only 
$10.00 each.

Total cost: Lasers $40 plus $200 for steel cables.

he CCiity ffof OOOttttawawa iiinn coco jnjnjununcttiioionn iiwi hthth tthhhe OOOttttawa SSpSporortts andnd Entert

Jerry Matyiko [third from the right] and Guy Sergerie [with white 
hard hat] checking the alignment of a 1700 ton move. Spot on.
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Larry Cline putting a close eye on the mark Guy Sergerie
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MOST INNOVATIVE MOVE
Honor Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Davie Shoring, Inc
Kenner, Louisiana

NASA Michoud Bachelors Quarters
NASA Michoud Assembly Facility, Ponchatrain Landing RV Park & Marine

This project occurred over a three-month 
period from December 2011 – March 2012.

Th e United States Coast Guard hired a 
General Contractor, Southwinds Construction, 
to demolish six buildings, including a multi-unit 
bachelors quarters at the USCG/NASA facility in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Due to stringent government regulations 
requiring the salvage of materials rather than 
outright demolition, Southwinds recognized, 
after demolishing three of the buildings, they 
were going to go over budget and extremely over 
schedule. Being a deadline/time regulated contract, 
Southwinds contacted IASM member Davie 
Shoring to determine if moving the buildings 
would be a viable option. Th e Coast Guard thought 
moving such large structures was too risky. After 
several meetings and negotiations the Coast Guard 
offi  cials were convinced that moving the remaining 
structures was more friendly environmentally than 
sending over 20,000 cubic yards of construction 
debris to an already overfull landfi ll. Th e plan also 
included moving the buildings to other locations for 
other forms of housing and development.

Th e approved plan was completed by Davie 
Shoring in just over 70 days. Southwinds 
Construction was able to meet its budget and time 
constraint goals.

A 1420-ton U-shaped building had dimensions 
of 50 feet wide, 420 feet long and 37 feet tall. 
Personnel consisted of 15-20 men operating 45 
jacks and a unique 37 point hydraulic unifi ed 
lifting machine, manufactured by Davie Shoring, 
to elevate and complete the disassembly. Each 
section was supported by 15 eight inch x eight inch 
x 48 lbs. per foot H beams 50 feet long. Th e mains 
consisted of 24 inch x 24 inch x 300 lbs. per foot 
double I beams 102 feet long. 

Davie Shoring contracted with IASM member 
T&T House Movers of Green Cove Springs, Florida 
for use of some equipment and coordination eff orts 
regarding structure placement. Another IASM 
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member, Wolfe House Movers, LLC, of Bernville, Pennsylvania was contracted 
for use of remote steering dollies.

Th e building was cut into four sections 50 feet wide x 110 feet long x 37 
feet tall weighing 360 tons. Th ese sections were moved by barge. One section 
measuring 28 feet wide x 60 feet long x 18 feet tall weighing 50 tons was 
moved by land. Th e four pieces were relocated via remote controlled rubber 
tired dollies approximately one half mile to a 70 foot wide x 250 foot long 
barge that was moved by tug a distance of 10 miles to a holding area awaiting 
the next move. Some complexities included coordination of governmental 
agencies plus ballasting the barges with water pumps as the structures were 
rolled on and off .

Davie Shoring anticipates using this building to house in excess of 200 
individuals in an area needing suitable housing.

Cody Lawrence
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MOST UNUSUAL MOVE
Honor Category

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Heneault Et Gosselin, Inc.
Riviere-Du-Loup, Quebec, Canada

North End Neighborhood Building Relocation
Sept-Iles, Quebec, Canada

Parts of this neighborhood 
were built on unstable 
ground. Th e buildings, as 

well as municipal infrastructure, 
were sinking into the soil. Th ree 
streets were deemed unsafe and all 
the building, a total of 40, needed 
to be relocated.

24 houses and 16 garages were 
moved. Th e smallest house was 
34 feet x 26 feet weighing 65,000 
pounds. Th e largest building was 
63 feet x 31 feet weighing 195,000 
lbs.

Th e project occurred from June 
until October 2012 for a fee of over 
$700,000.
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

2013 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Milbank House Movers, Inc.
Milbank, South Dakota

Railroad Dinning Car
Milbank to Madison, South Dakota

An historical railroad dining car had been used 
for several years to celebrate the annual Milbank 
Train Festival in August each year, operated by the 

Milbank Trail Foundation from 1984-2006. Th e festival 
ceased operation in 2006 when a price increase for use of 
the train and ridership plunged. Th e dining car was one 
of the few cars remaining at the local park in Milbank. 
Continued disuse and vandalism of the railcar over the years 
persuaded a local citizen, Marlin Fenner, to take action. 

Mr. Fenner had been a long-time volunteer at the Prairie 
Village located in Madison, South Dakota. Th e Milbank 
Train Foundation covered $7,000 of the $9,200 needed to 
haul the railcar the 110 miles from Milbank to Madison. 
Th e remaining cost was raised by donations and Prairie 
Village funds.

Th e move occurred over three days in August, 2012. Th e 
car is 10 feet wide x 80 feet long x 16 feet tall and weighed 
63 tons for a fee of less than $10,000.

Alan Bohn
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JUDGES AWARD

2012 AWARDS COMPETITION WINNERS

Emmert International
Clackamas, Oregon

The Rock
Los Angeles, California

Emmert International helped Michael 
Heiszer’s latest work of art become a 
reality by moving one of the largest 

boulders moved since the time of the pyramids. 
Th e “Rock” as it came to be known was  a 
340-ton granite boulder that was speckled with 
black and white fl akes with a little bit of rust.  
Th e rock began its journey when it was blasted 
high on the quarry wall in Riverside California.  
Shortly afterwards, the Artist Michael Heizer 
decided that this was the rock he was looking 
for to create an exhibit at the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art (LACMA). Originally 
conceived by the artist in 1969, Levitated Mass 
is a 456-foot-long by 15’ concrete descending 
walkway, over which sits a 340-ton granite 
boulder. As visitors walk down either end of 
the walkway, the rock appears to be levitating 
in midair.   When reaching the middle of the 
walkway the giant rock appears to be fl oating 
directly overhead.

Accomplishing this project would be as much 
of a work of art as the fi nished piece. Moving 
a concentrated mass of this size (the rock was 
25’ long x 18’ wide by 21’ high) on a 115 mile 
journey takes skill, determination and careful 
planning. Th e Rock was the result of blasting 
done in the Stone Valley Quarry in Riverside 
California. Emmert exhausted over 6000 hours 
of engineering time fi nding a suitable route and 
designing a transporter that would be accepted 
by state and local authorities. Th e route also had 
to be carefully examined to make sure that the 
Rock and the path it traveled on would not be 
damaged.

For additional information see 
STRUCTURALMOVER Volume 30, Number 
4, December 2012.


