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This historic mansion from the 

1870’s was to be raised for 

development on the property.  

Due to community concerns the 

developer had the building moved to the 

next street where it could be repurposed 

as a museum. 

The triple brick mansion was 60’ wide 

by 68’ long, including the front porch.  

Weighing in at 850 tons the building 

stood three stories tall at the front.  The 

structure was moved ¼ mile across the 

road, a parking lot and down a second 

road to the new location.  Twenty-

four Buckingham Dollies were used 

to move the structure which was then 

bridged over new footers with cribbing 

and beams.  Various parts of the move 

took place from July 7, 2014 through 

December 15, 2014.

Heaviest Building Moved on Rubber Tires

OPEN CATEGORY
Wolfe House & Building Movers • Bernville, Pennsylvania 

Wilkins House Move • Greenville, South Carolina
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Due to pyrite substances, 

this 12 condo unit was 

elevated so that the 

foundation could be replaced. 

Starting in April 2014, this one 

month project allowed the 

condo owners to continue their 

normal day-to-day routine by 

living in the units. The building 

was lifted by the walls due to 

the damaged slab.  Two existing 

elevators installed within the 

building were lifted along with 

the project.

Bisson Expert elevated two 12 

condo buildings in 2014.

Heaviest Building Moved Not on Rubber Tires

OPEN CATEGORY
Bisson Expert • St-Hubert, Québec 

12 Condos • Trois-Rivière, Québec
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The four month 

project took 

place in Oregon. 

The move was to 

launch the barge into 

the water. 

The barge was 422’3” 

long, 76’8” wide, and 

27’10” high. Total 

weight was 3,427 tons. 

Cost for the project was 

over $30,000. 

Heaviest Structure Moved on Rubber Tires

OPEN CATEGORY
Emmert International • Clackamas, Oregon 

Barge Move • Oregon
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Heaviest Structure Moved Not on Rubber Tires

OPEN CATEGORY
Gopher Wrecking & Industrial Services • Colorado Springs, Colorado

U-Haul Colorado Blvd Project • Denver, Colorado

Built in 1931, this historical 

building was elevated 

for rehabilitation 

purposes. U-Haul took on the 

preservation of the building 

to maintain its unique brick 

exterior. The first section 

moved weighed in at 360 tons 

with a length of 120’ and a 

width of of 100’. The second 

lifted section was 180’ long by 

120’ wide, weighing 420 tons.  

Six 50-ton jacks, three 

100-ton jacks, and fifteen 

15 ton jacks were used with 

two jacking machines to lift 

the building five feet from 

the original height. Through 

summer, rain, and snow, 

the 300’ building was lifted 

allowing for all demolition  

and installation of newly 

fabricated steel. 

The $480,000 project 

commenced on June 1, 2014 

and was completed December 

10, 2014. 
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Longest Distance Moved on Land

OPEN CATEGORY
Reimer Building Movers • Arborg, Manitoba

House Move • Steinbach, MB to Wetaskiwin, AB

This new home was purchased and built in 

Steinbach, Manitoba and moved to a newly 

developed site near Wetaskiwin, Alberta. The 

house was moved 1,673 kilometers (1,040 miles) on 

beams and dollies. The house was 27.12 meters (89’) 

long, 10.97 meters (36’) wide, and 6.09 meters (20’) high.  

Total weight was 40,661 kilograms (89,640 pounds).

The project took place December 1-4, 2014 and cost 

$41,700 USD at time of project. 
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The yacht was moved a half mile from the 

fabrication site to a private marina where it 

was to be launched. The vessel had to make 

two 90 degree turns and avoid several trees along the 

route in order to avoid scratching the fiberglass finish. 

At the marina, the yacht was moved down a 460 foot 

boat ramp at an 8% grade. Low water levels and one 

foot underwater visibility for the divers were the major 

challenges that were overcome on this project.

At 62’ high, 30’ wide and 164’ long, the yacht 

weighed in at 400 tons.  Taking place in March 2014, 

the move and launch took 12 days to complete. 

Longest Structure Moved

OPEN CATEGORY
Northwest Structural Moving • Scappoose, Oregon 

“D’Natalin IV” Yacht Launch • Vancouver, Washington
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The structure was moved across airport 

grounds, off the Air National Guard property, 

to be repurposed as storage of airport 

trucks and equipment. The move took six days in 

September 2014. Across a grass field, two different 

runways and across the busiest intersection of 

runways at the airport, timing was of great concern 

in order to keep the airport running efficiently.

The building measured 73’ x 136’ outside; a 

total of 9,928 square feet. It was moved on eight 

hydraulic dollies and pulled by Western Star Prime 

Mover. Poles were on 5’ centers, with twice as many 

rafters as normal Morton Buildings per government 

requirements. Total cost of the project was over 

$30,000.

Most Square Footage on One Level

OPEN CATEGORY
Berghorst & Son, Inc. • Hull, Iowa 

Air National Guard Building Move • Sioux Fall, South Dakota

Inside view before moving.

Outside view before moving.
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Mobilization of the lighthouse, keepers’ quarters and 

brick oil building began on June 17, 2014 with the 

relocation to completion taking place July 15-28, 

2014. All structures of the move were in imminent danger 

of being swept away by the Gulf of Mexico due to the heavy 

beach erosion. 

The lighthouse was 38’ wide, 116’ tall, weighed 75 tons 

and was moved 12.3 miles. This is the longest distance a 

lighthouse has been moved on land. The total cost for the 

project was $500,000. 

See complete article on the Historical Cape San Blas 

Lighthouse and Keepers Quarters Relocation on page 28.

Tallest Structure Moved

OPEN CATEGORY
Ducky Johnson House Movers, Inc. • Grand Ridge, Florida 

Historical Cape San Blas Lighthouse & Keepers 
Quarters Relocation • Cape San Blas

Lighthouse lying down at its final destination.
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The former church was 

sold and was being moved 

from the west side of 

Stettler to the east side where it 

would be converted into a gas 

station and convenience store. 

The 172 ton structure was 60’ 

x 84’ x 34’. 

This project was completed in 

January 2014 with record snow 

fall; so much so that the cross 

beams were grading the snow at 

points during the move.

Widest Structure Moved

OPEN CATEGORY
Warkentin Building Movers • Calmar, Alberta 

Stettler • Stettler, Alberta
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Built in 1906, the Pincher Creek Bank was 

repurposed over time. In 1989 the building 

was first moved by Wade’s House Moving, 

and now 25 years later the next generation of 

the company have moved the structure to a new 

location for historical preservation. 

Twenty-five years ago, the move took six days 

to travel three blocks; the second move took two 

days to travel six blocks. Photos display the first and 

second move.

The 109 year old structure was 38’ tall and 

weighed 100 tons. The six block move utilized 

eight-jacks and an-eight jack modern hydraulic 

jacking system. With some costs donated by Wade’s 

House Moving as well as the power companies, the 

total cost was $15,000 CAD. The move took place 

December 17-18, 2014.

Heaviest Structure Moved on Rubber Tires

UNDER $30,000 CATEGORY
Wade’s House Moving & Heavy Hauling Ltd. • Taber, Alberta

Pincher Creek Bank Move • Pincher Creek, Alberta

Ready to skate the 100-ton (loaded) bank with an 8-Jack Modern Hydraulic Jacking System. 109 years old and still looking good!

The sliders and skates are now installed. Ready to skate to the side to 
put the wheels under.
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Taking place the first 

week in June 2014, 

this project took five 

days and was moved 28 

miles so that the original 

location could be farmed. 

The structure was 73’ 

wide and 120’ long. With 

steel, six dollies, and the 

pull truck, total weight was 

approximately 125 tons. 

Cost for the project fell 

under $30,000.

Longest Structure Moved 

UNDER $30,000 CATEGORY
Marcus Building Movers • New London, Minnesota

Appleton Pole Barn Move • Appleton, Minnesota
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This four day 

project moved 

a fertilizer tower 

400’ and spun it 180 

degrees. The base of the 

tower was 16’ x 16’ and 

measured 96’ tall. 

The tower was moved 

because the company 

was reconfiguring 

their fertilizer set-up 

and needed this tower 

moved to meet their 

current demands. 

Total cost for the 

project was $17,000.

Tallest Structure Moved 

UNDER $30,000 CATEGORY
Goldschmidt Moving, LLC • St. James, Minnesota

Springfield Fertilizer Tower • Springfield, Minnesota
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Being elevated to meet new flood 

requirements, this home was raised in 

fall 2014.  The home took three days to 

elevate and included a large fireplace within 

the home.  An unusual footprint of the home 

brought some pre-planning challenges.  

Total width of the home was 71’ with a 

length of 80’.  A turbo powered 12-jack Jahns 

Structure Jacking System unified machine was 

used to raise the home.

Widest Structure Moved 

UNDER $30,000 CATEGORY
DeVooght House and Building Movers of NJ • Toms River, New Jersey

Euclid Home Elevation • Manasquan, New Jersey



66 STRUCTURALMOVER SPRING 2015

A180,000 pound piece of equipment was 

being installed in a new plant. In order to get 

into the plant door, the equipment needed 

to be swung back end over existing railroad tracks 

that sat four feet lower than the driveway. To avoid 

other options, snow was used to bring the track 

level up to the driveway. Plates were laid on top 

of the snow, and power dollies were used to steer 

through cramped conditions. 

The total project took two days in March 2014 

and several days were saved by using snow and 

power dollies as opposed to other options. Plus, 

the snow began to melt upon finishing the job, so 

no need to dig it back out.

Best Time Saving Device

HONOR CATEGORY
Berghorst & Son, Inc. • Hull, Iowa 

Austin, MN Cooker Installation • Austin, Minnesota

Riding on top of snow. Pushing with two power dollies.

Area before the snow was put in.
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Good Samaritan Award

HONOR CATEGORY
Holmes Building Movers Ltd. • Stavely, Alberta 

2013 Alberta Flood Disaster, Donated 
House Move • Calgary, Alberta to High River, Alberta

Country singer Jason Hastie and his wife were 

preparing to build a new house on their lot in 

Calgary, Alberta. Due to the Alberta flooding 

in June, 2013, that left many families homeless, they 

decided to offer their home as a “free home to a 

deserving family affected by the flood.” Hastie was 

overwhelmed by the response to his offer. Holmes 

Building Movers, Ltd. also received numerous inquiries 

regarding the cost of a potential move and reached 

out to Hastie offering to donate the house move. The 

move from Calgary to Holmes Building Movers yard for 

temporary storage took place in February 2014. The 

house move from storage yard to the destination in 

High River was in May 2014.

The High River couple that was chosen had lived 

in the same 100-year-old house for 27 years and had 

recently completed renovations prior to the flood.  

After the flood, their home was unlivable.
Final placement.
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The Jack Daniel’s Distillery hosts approximately 350,000 

guests and tourists each year. The high volume of foot 

traffic going through this historic building had taken 

its toll on the wood floors and their underlying ‘stacked-rock 

foundation’. In order to preserve the structure and the legacy 

of Jack Daniel, Don Kennedy and Sons was hired to fix the 

problem and maintain the historical integrity of Jack Daniel’s 

original office. 

Each and every plank of the wood flooring was removed 

one at a time and labeled so that it could be put back in the 

exact same position. Next, the 150+-year-old dirt beneath the 

building was very carefully hand-dug out in order to make way 

for a new slab and foundation. The chimney was adequately 

braced and supported and a metal banding technique was 

utilized during the raising of the office. 

To achieve the move, all dirt around the foundation wall 

was removed and a lifting band was created by bolting 2” x 4” 

boards on both sides of the four original outside walls perimeter 

and one interior to the studs, 8” above the finish floor. Cribbing 

and supports were installed outside the building and one 

outside main beam was installed parallel to the building with 

cross beams through the windows and doors.

After additional supports were put in place, hydraulic jacks 

were used to lift to the desired final height. Once supported, 

all wood floor joists and outside log bands were removed. 

Reusable materials were given to Jack Daniels facility for 

historical preservation. Steel banding allowed the installation 

of all the support beams to be five feet off the ground, the 

simultaneous lift and stress of steel, thus being able to “bridge” 

the building. This made the rest of the project much easier and 

work accessible. 

After 60 yards of loose dirt, bottles, and artifacts were 

removed from the site to be gone through, 80 yards of gravel 

was installed through the two side windows of the building 

and a new six inch monolithic concrete floor was pumped in 

and the building served as the final grade. After the new slab 

was in place all of the wood flooring, metal knothole patches 

and siding were re-installed as they were prior to beginning 

the project. Note: Any lacking material required to maintain 

authenticity throughout this project was gathered from the 

inventory of multiple generations of house movers that 

appreciate history.

Historical Significance Award

HONOR CATEGORY
Don Kennedy and Sons House Moving Co. • Huntsville, Alabama 

Jack Daniel’s Original Office • Lynchburg, Tennessee
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The innovative part of this project was the hinge 

mechanism that was used to take the platform 

from the horizontal position it was built in to 

the vertical position that was required for loading it on 

a barge for shipment to Alaska. Northwest Structural 

Movers designed and engineered the massive hinges so 

they would be capable of accomplishing two separate 

functions during the project. The first function was to 

be strong enough to move the load in the horizontal 

position a half mile from the fabrication facility to the 

barge loading bulkhead. To keep the hinges from tipping 

during the moving phase braces were welded to each 

side of the hinge to lock it in place. 

Once the load was in place at the base of the 

bulkhead, the top end of the structure was connected 

to a crane and then the hinge braces cut off. Once the 

braces were removed, the hinge was free to rotate and 

we drove the self-propelled transport system forward as 

the crane picked the top of the platform straight up.  

The transporter had to roll forward 170’ to force the 

hinges to rotate 90 degrees and position the structure in 

the vertical position for loading onto the barge the next 

day.

The hinge was 45’ wide, 45’ long, 127’ high and 

weighed 204 tons. 

Most Innovative Move

HONOR CATEGORY
Northwest Structural Moving • Scappoose, Oregon 

Tripping Hinge • Vancouver, Washington
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Being raised to meet new national safety 

standards, the approximately 48’ wide, 

58’ long, and 21’ high substation structure 

was raised so risers could be installed. Six cribs 

and crib jacks, beams, lift brackets, and about 

200 c-clamps were put in place. Using the 

9-jack unified jacking machine, the substation 

structure was raised four feet so that eighteen 

42” galvanized risers could be installed.  The 

substation was then lowered onto the risers and 

bolted in place.  Costing under $30,000, all parts 

of the move took place from November 1–4, 2014 

and finished ahead of schedule.

Most Unusual Move

HONOR CATEGORY
Hollis Kennedy House Movers, LLC • Athens, Alabama

Byrd Springs Substation – Huntsville Utilities • Huntsville, Alabama
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JUDGES AWARD
Hussey Brothers House Movers • Elba, Alabama 

Houston County, Alabama, Historical, 
90 Year-Old Barn • Wicksburg, Alabama

Aone day move in March 2014, this barn 

was moved approximately two miles 

to the new location. The building held 

historical value to the owner. 

During spring break, the young crew of 

Hussey Brothers House Movers got innovative 

in assisting with this relic barn. The owner of 

the barn saw the potential of the structure 

and gave the young crew the opportunity to 

meet the challenges head-on by getting the 

old structure prepared for the move. They 

set four post-jacks and raised the structure 

to load on a flat-bed trailer. Several 4-inch 

cross-beams and a great deal of bracing 

were used to move the structure. The barn 

measured 16’ wide by 30’ long.

Young Hussey Crew — Kenny Hornsby, Reid Knighten, Layken Hussey, Stown Hussey


